I. TBILISI DECLARATION

Comprehensive version

We, the representatives of Civil Society organizations in Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia and neighboring States united our efforts at the CSD-14 Preparatory Meeting held in Tbilisi, Georgia, on 13-14 April 2006, to define and affirm the following principles of environmental protection and sustainable development for countries in transition: 

     I  Energy

     Energy for sustainable development

Energy is the main engine of economic development. It is a fact that in recent decades the populations of countries in transition (associated with EECCA region) have had limited access to clean energy sources or services.  Now, in order to meet our sustainable development targets, we must insist that energy supplies meet modern efficiency criteria and that access to renewable energy is given urgent attention. We call upon our Governments therefore to reduce reliance on fossil fuels and take measures to minimise negative impacts on health and environment, in national, transboundary, regional and global contexts. Nuclear energy however has a high potential for harm and must not be considered as an alternative source, but be phased out. 

On the eve of the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster, we would remind the world of the consequences of this event demonstrating that the risks of using nuclear technology are incomparable with any other danger except the bomb itself. Moreover, the disposal problems of nuclear wastes have not been resolved and are likely to be inherited by future generations. Despite the continuing economic problems of countries in transition, there must be no attempt to use our territories to store nuclear wastes from richer countries. With such contemporary threats as international terrorism, the risks of using nuclear technology are wholly unacceptable.

Countries in transition are characterized by a huge potential for energy saving and improving energy efficiency.  If this potential is to be realized, economic development must be accompanied by an increase in the adoption of renewable energy, avoiding the unsustainable growth and consumption of conventional sources.

Accordingly, we propose urgent attention to the following priorities:

1. Access to energy:

· Promote access to economically viable and environmentally sustainable energy sources and services, especially taking gender balance into account (see point 5. below). In addition, programmes and policies, as well as investments, should be directed towards rural populations in order to increase access to bio-fuels, wind, geothermal and other renewable technologies for electric lighting and heating.  

2. Renewable sources of energy:

· Promote energy balance based upon environmentally clean technologies with continuous growth of renewable sources. For this purpose, Governments should set up goals for developing renewable sources within concrete time-frames, allocating appropriate resources to meet them. Renewables should pre-dominate energy policies with obligatory inclusion of  research funding. The potential of marine energy should be explored, taking into account the vulnerability of Special Seas (e.g., the Baltic and Black seas as well as the Caspian Sea). 

3. Cleaner technologies for energy efficiency:

· Create policies and implement mechanisms to establish the transition to environmentally clean and safer energy production.

· Adopt a combination of technologies, especially modern cleaner technologies, for permanent reduction of negative environmental impacts during mining operations. 

· Mining and energy producing companies must share liability for post-mining consequences.

· Create financial incentives for developing efficient energy producing technologies.

· Subsidies to nuclear and fossil fuel energy should be phased out in order to speed up the introduction of cleaner energy sources and services development.

· Promote energy efficient technologies for industrial modernization.

· Implement policies and measures to realize potentials for energy saving and energy efficiency in housing and communal sectors with respect to both urban and rural areas.

4. Information dissemination, raising public awareness and public participation in energy for sustainable development and international cooperation.

· Support national, regional and international public monitoring and reporting programmes on the implementation of international obligations on sustainable energy.

· Create systems to warn the public of environmental and other risks at energy sites.

· Establish public awareness centres to support sustainable energy production and consumption.

· Create an open portal for countries in transition on information resources on sustainable energy.

· Promote public participation with respect to gender balance in the planning, implementation and monitoring of national energy policies as proposed by Principal 10 of Agenda 21 and the Aarhus Convention.

5. Gender and Energy

· Women in our region wish more actively to participate in national energy policy and international decision-making processes, to implement Beijing 1995, the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (JPoI) 2002 and Bonn 2004. To achieve this, information dissemination, education and capacity building programmes, networking and cooperation at regional and international levels on gender and energy issues must be developed.  

· Resources should be allocated for conducting research on the gender implications of energy policy and technology choices.

· Efforts should be made for more effective integration of the gender aspects of environmental NGOs in-puts to sustainable energy discussions at national and regional levels of the UN-ECE.

· Special attention should be paid to the accessibility of renewable energy sources to rural women and to support of women’s entrepreneurship to combat energy poverty.

· Women of the region should be fully represented in international dialogue on energy technology investments in order to express their reasons (e.g., Chernobyl lessons and the unacceptable risks to future generations) for halting nuclear energy expansion,  in particular at the forthcoming G8 meeting and beyond. 

II INDUSTRY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In the initial stages of their transition to a market economy, EECCA and neighbouring countries lost a significant part of their industrial potential and experienced rapid and widespread deterioration of their social conditions and impoverishment.

We are now at the stage of economic recovery, largely on account of increased internal and foreign investment.

Industry has a key role in achieving the goals of sustainable development as the supplier of goods and services, as a source of job creation and as an active participant in community life. 

We support the the efforts of our governments to integrate the goals of sustainable development in the process of industrial growth and hereby propose the following measures to stimulate all our efforts to ensure the realization of these goals:

Attention must be given to:

· Enhancing the role of National CSDs and establishing local CSDs where they do not already exist.

· Elaborating effective mechanisms to introduce and transfer cleaner industrial technology through a variety of financial incentives and establishing centres and networks to support  cleaner production initiatives.

· Following the “polluter pays” principle and introducing various financial incentives to protect the environment.

· Ensuring corporate responsibility for labour protection, according to ILO principles. 

· Ensuring corporate adherence to relevant legislation, especially for processes and products that can have negative impact on human health and environment.

· Ensuring access to information and public participation in environmental decision making with regard to industrial development and the siting of industry. 

· Giving priority to energy efficient technologies, pollution prevention and public procurement of environmentally friendly products.

· Promoting research on sustainable production and consumption, inter alia through involvement of local skills and resources.

· Promoting eco-labeling and other instruments for consumer information.

· Enhancing the efficient use of natural resources and promoting widespread recycling and reuse.

· Extending the use of environmental management systems (e.g., EMAS).

III AIR POLLUTION AND CLIMATE CHANGE

1. Air Pollution

Air pollution represents a growing problem in the new 21st century, especially in urban areas.  Polluted air represents a major risk to the present health of our citizens and for future generations. It affects peoples' reproductive capacity, especially for women, and damages the health of our children. 

Taking these problems into the account,  we  recommend that:

In the transport sector:

· Improving fuel quality 

· Developing environmentally sound public transport infrastructures

· Improving the quality of highways and municipal roads

· Increasing/providing R&D funds for bio-fuel technologies

· Replacing leaded petrol and removing old and dirty vehicles 

· Promoting the use of vehicle exhaust filters

· Imposing financial and legal penalties on polluting vehicles.

In the industrial sector:

· Imposing economic and legal instruments to promote the use of high-technology machinery

· Imposing environmental controls to promote prevention rather then “end-of-pipe” solutions.

In the waste management sector:

· Introduce legal instruments and economic incentives in waste management

In  the agricultural sector:

· Promote the use of organic fertilizers

· Encourage the shift to organic agriculture

· Use of bio-mass waste for energy production

In the energy sector:

· Increase the share of “green” energy in an overall energy mix

· Increase the demand for energy efficient fuels

· Improve access to renewable and cheap light and heat sources in rural areas 

2. Climate Change

With regard to climate change, our recommendations are summarized as follows:

· Nuclear energy must be not considered as a solution to climate change

· CDM mechanisms should be transparent, with clearly defined procedures

· Adaptation and mitigation programmes should be developed as a priority

· Develop emergency response programs for natural disasters

· Elaboration of programmes addressed to ecological/species migration

· Increased use of “green” energy and enhanced energy efficiency 

· Utilization of CH4 emissions from biomass waste in the agricultural sector

· Develop the public transport infrastructure and reduce vehicle emissions

· Improve forest management systems  as valuable sinks for greenhouse gases

· Support Biodiversity and Ecosystem Conservation Programmes

· Use municipal wastes for bio-gas production

IV STRENGTHENING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ON FURTHER WORK ON KEY TOPICS

The Commission on Sustainable Development must take into account specific concerns of civil society to create opportunities for sustainable development in countries in transition. To support this process, the CSD NGO Network on JPoI implementation in countries in transition has been founded. We earnestly desire that the principles of sustainable development are actively promoted and adopted in our region. 



